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Development & Pollution issues in Sandwell

• The built environment - significantly influences population 
health through physical activity, obesity, mental health, social 
cohesion

• Poor air quality - causes heart disease, strokes, respiratory 
disease, lung cancer, exacerbates asthma, contributes to 
mortality

• Industrial pollution - air emissions, plus odours, toxic chemicals, 
noise

• Noise - can affect relaxation/contemplation, creates stress, 
causes sleep deprivation

• Contaminated land - Sandwell’s industrial, waste management 
and urban land use legacy has health and cost implications for 
future land development, and safety due to landfill gas migration.



How the team addresses the issues

• Planning Consultations (air quality, noise, contaminated land), Planning Committee, 
contribute to Sandwell Local Plan (Health Impact Assessment), regeneration advice

• Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP), air quality monitoring (ASR), address smoke complaints 
from residents, clean air advice/initiatives, NHS asthma links, liaise with regional partners, 
promote active travel

• Industrial Environmental Permits inspection programme and fees

• Noise mitigation measures through Planning conditions

• Contaminated Land mitigation measures, landfill gas monitoring, vent trench maintenance



Key Achievements

• Health & Wellbeing Chapter included in Sandwell Local Plan (HIAs etc)

• Hot Food Takeaways SPD to be an SLP policy

• 452 Planning consultations provided in 2023/24, 81% <21 days

• Sandwell’s ASR – all sites compliant with national AQ objective (Healthy?!)

• 413 smoke complaints received in 2023/24, 83% responded <5 days

• 10 schools on Modeshift STARS travel plans platform

• 64 permit inspections undertaken in 2023-24

• 144 environmental information requests in 2023/24, 95% <20 days

• Sandwell Smoke Control Area implemented July 2024

• Faith Communities for Clean Air and……



Active Travel – National Picture

Trips to and from school in 2023

• Children aged 5 to 10: 

 47% by walking

 45% by car

 2% by local bus

• Children aged 11 to 16:

 44% by walking

 28% by car

 14% by local bus

 3% by pedal cycle

Data taken from the    
National Travel Survey 2023

(Updated April 2025)

Main problems due to low rates of active 
travel and high rates of driving include:

• School gate parking

• Air pollution/congestion around schools

• Poor safety on journeys to school

• Reduced development of road safety skills

• Reduced opportunity to bring about an 
active lifestyle

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-travel-survey-2023/nts-2023-travel-to-and-from-school


Active Travel in Sandwell

• Build safety skills and confidence for Active travel

• Encourage long-term behaviour change

• Modeshift STARS – School Travel Plan platform

• Promotion of Living Streets walk to school 
challenge

• Local area active travel maps – schools also

• Highways department – pedestrian and cycle 
training sessions, school streets

• Resource links: Air Quality and Schools

• Air pollution story book – Auntie Duck!

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/consumer-advice/air-quality/5


Active Travel Days, Campaigns & Events

• Walk to School Week - 19-23 May

• International Walk to School Month – October

• Cycle to School Week - 13-17 October

• Sustrans Big Walk & Wheel - 24 March-4 April 2025

• World Car Free Day - 22 September 

• TravelWise Week - 16-22 September 

• Clean Air Day - 19 June 

• Auntie Duck book readings (WMCA Mayor!)

• Other Modeshift STARS measures

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/consumer-advice/air-quality/4


Not only: 
walking buses, 
school streets, 
cycle training, 
campaign days, 
book readings,          
but also……..
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